Travellers in India

ocean route to India had had time greatly to
affect it.

Varthema left Europe at the end of 1502, and,
travelling via Cairo, Beirut, Damascus, and
Mecca, reached Aden by a voyage down the
Red Sea. At Aden he was thrown into prison as a
Christian spy. After effecting his escape by means
of an intrigue with the queen of that city,
Varthema made his way to the north-east
coast of Africa, whence he sailed to Diu in
Guzerat. He now altered his direction, and
crossed the Indian Ocean to Ormuz. After a
visit to Herat, Varthema returned to the port
and took ship to " Cheo " (Kow) and Cambay.
Of Cambay he gives a very fair description,
mentioning the religious scruples of the Guze-
rates which prevented them eating flesh or
killing anything which possessed life. They are,
he asserts, neither Moors nor " Gentoos/3 but
he thinks that if they were baptised their many
good works would ensure their salvation. This
excessive goodness of theirs had rendered them
the prey of " Machamuth,"* their present king,
who was of an opposite disposition. The
traveller's description of this monarch is divert-
ing. His mustachios were so long that he tied
them over his head as a woman would tie her
tresses, while his beard reached to his girdle.

* Mahnrad Shah Begara, King of Guzerat, 1459-1511 A.D. The original
of Butler's " Prince of Cambay/' whose *' daily food is asp, and basilisk and
toad." See ElpHnstone's History, ninth edition, p, 743. Oriental Biog.
Diet p. 232.
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